The role of radiation in the management of Hodgkin's disease: an update.
RT is the most effective single agent in HD, and it has many roles in the management of this disease. These roles include RT as the sole curative agent in early stage HD in adults and in limited nodal recurrences in patients previously treated with CT alone; RT as the primary treatment for clinical and subclinical disease in CMT regimens using minimal adjuvant CT; RT as an integral part of standard and high-dose CMT regimens used to consolidate CT responses in all sites of clinical involvement; and RT as an adjuvant to CT for areas of bulky disease or incomplete CT response. Its effectiveness depends on the clinical expertise of the treating physician, the adequacy of the staging studies, and the accuracy of the treatment technique.